Conan the Barbarian franchise is a long-running series of sword and sorcery films and books starring Arnold Schwarzenegger.
The first Conan film was released in 1982, directed by John Milius and written by Oliver Stone. It became an instant hit with
critics and fans alike, grossing over $100 million worldwide. A sequel titled Conan the Destroyer followed in 1984, after which
it seemed that further installments were unlikely. There was a spike in interest following Schwarzenegger's casting as the title
character in James Cameron's 1991 blockbuster Terminator 2: Judgment Day, however it wasn't until 2003 that swords would
once again clash with droids on screen when a reboot of Conan the Barbarian was released to a mixed reaction from audiences
and critics alike. It was directed by Marcus Nispel and George Miller and starred Jason, Christopher, and Nate Nasso as Conan,
Kelleth Cuthbert as Princess Valeria, and Stephen Lang as Thulsa Doom. The film was a box office hit for Universal Pictures
and grossed over $230 million worldwide. In 2009 it was announced that Dimension Films would be producing a sequel to the
reboot entitled simply Conan and scheduled for release in 2011. It was directed by Marcus Nispel once more from a script by
Fredrik Malmberg, best known for his work on the horror film "Saw". The film was released on August 19, 2011.

A fourth Conan movie is scheduled for release in November 2011. The subtitle is "The Conqueror".

A fifth Conan movie is scheduled for release in December 2014. The subtitle is "Sons of Kings". In 2004, Sony Pictures
Entertainment began developing a television series. It would have starred Robin Weigert as Conan and Richard Chamberlain as
his father king Osric who would have featured in several flashbacks of Conan's life before he came to Aquilonia. The series was
to follow the popular novel trilogy by Robert E. Howard which includes "Conan the Barbarian", "Conan the Destroyer", and
"Conan of the Isles" (a precursor to the novel). A pilot episode was written but later rejected by Sci-Fi Channel with no network
pickup of any kind. "Conan the Adventurer", was an animated television series that aired on NBC from September 13, 1992 to
December 27, 1993. The series featured the voice of R.J. Williams as Conan and was created by René Echevarria, who had
previously worked with Conan creator (and "Conan the Adventurer" producer) John Milius (though not on this show) when he
wrote for "Highway to Heaven". A total of 13 episodes were produced in two seasons, though only six were aired before NBC
pulled it from its schedule in 1993. Two years later in 1995, ABC Family started airing reruns of the show, which managed to
finish its remaining seven episodes (leaving 6 unaired).
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